BY GRAHAM AVERILL

EN EDSON

791"' o
noon. gat' ters fallinand
h rivers faster than the - fi
son a WB teen drama. So you k
p but wonder, what's next for

ing divulge the
the next hot cree
troubling environ

e v - N
e R -+
£

in the 70s, Sumter National Fores
ich is famous for its narrow gorg
based largely on anecdotal evid
boaters. When the Forest Servi
2al the decision.

> headwaters of the Chattoga,” s
river in the entire National Forest

Nobody’s paddled the headwaters of the Cha
banned boating of any kind on this remote stretg
and steep drops, due to adverse environmenta
given by fishermen who didn’t want to share
renewed the ban in the ‘90s, American White

“We're ten years into the process of getti
American Whitewater’s access director, Ke
System that is off limits to boaters.”

The Chattooga that's currently ope
in the Southeast, but the headwater:
round 20+ miles of the headwaters
James through Richmond.

Because of American White
of the headwaters in order to
this month and last for a
other recreation along

ome of the most remote whitew
se forests and narrow gorge that
ar run on the Chattooga look like t

ervice will begin a User Capacity Analys
gement plan. Analysis is scheduled to b
e Forest Service will look at paddling an

RUNNER-UP: R of the Tuckaseegee were scheduled to begin
in 2005, but thin deral level, and there’s been grumbling from loc
landowners agreement with Duke Power benefit a larger spectr
of residen good for creek boaters. Test runs on the West Fork wen
well ang optimistic about the seven releases previously negotia
wit e Tuck is a 9.5-mile class IV creek with steep, long slides and

in a narrow gorge. Regular releases are now tentatively schedule

MAY 2006  BLUE RID TDOORS 19




